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The president of Indian Society of Weed Science, Dn. S.K. Mukho-
padhyay  presented his address in the inaugural sessdion of weed
science conference on Manch 8,1988. The president thanked the
Vice-Chancellon, AAU, Jorhat fon extending facilities and hosting
the cbnﬂuence 0f the society. Dn. Mukhopadhyay nrecapitulated
and narated the chronological dabdo;oment 0f weed science neseanch
in India. He informed that there anre 27 centnes of AL India
Coondinated Research Programme on Weed Contrnof covering all states
of the countny.

The neseanch wonk on weed science in India began with screening
and selection of henbicides fon contrnolling weeds in field crops.
These neseanch nesults have been accepted in the package of practices
§on cnops Like nice, wheat, cotton, sugarcane, aorghum, onion,
cumin, tea and other plantation crops. Significant contribution
by Weed Scientists have been made to controf problem weeds Like
Phalanis minon Avena Spp. LoLium temulentum in high yielding varieties
04 wheat and Echinochloa Spp. 4in nrice crops. The approach fon
Integrated Weed Management has also been started faking “in to
account of chemical, cultural and bioLogical and agronomic manipul-
ations forn contrnolling weeds 4in {ield crops and same approach
04§ weed managcment in the cropping system as a whole has been
initiated,

But many othen impontant §ields of Weed Science research has
not been given much attention, the President stressed. There 4s
need to give attention on studies nefated to weed biology (Weed
ecology, Weed survey, Weed taxonomy), weed PhysiofLogy, weed micro-
-biology, henbicide physiology, biochemistry and herbicide residue
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study. In addition to weed survey and weed mapping, u detaif reconrd
on the weed survey of each campus of the Agrnicultural Univensity/
College 4including its farms needs to be kept nready at hand for
students and neseanchens. Reporting of survey shoutd be based
on Relative density, Relative Abuhdance and Relative Frequency
and Impontant Value Index (IVI)

Mone strness needsy to be given on non-chemical method of weed
control by using Stale Seed-bed Zzechnique, minimal cultivation,
interncrnopping, all kinds of mulehing and other agronomic manipula-
tions £Like using highen seed nate, closern spacing, cross sowing
and use 0§ morne competitive cnop cultivars. Exploning the effective
biofLogicak methods of weed control particularly aquatic weed control
in high cost iwuigation canal system to avodid pollution of waten
and toxicity of henbicides needs to be made. Good contrnol of submenged
aquatic weeds have been reponted by grass carp fish {Ctenopharyngodon)
idella) and effective control of water hyacinth by weevils Like
Neochetina ELichhonnae, N. bruchi. The weed controlAgronomists
in addition to weed management in fiefd crops, non-cropped areas
and waten bodies also need to study the herbicide nesidue management.

The Tndian Society of weed ascience was estabfished in 1968
at a meeting of some eminent Weed Scientists at Banaras Hindu
Univensity with the Leadership of Late Drn. M.K. Moolani. The {inst
number 0f the Indian Journal of Weed Science was published in
1969. The society 4initially had some pnobfLems just Like othen
societies, but at present it has established its credibility 4in
the gield of contributony nesearch on weed science. This has become
possible only due to dedication of our fellow weed scientists.
The Indian Society of Weed Science need to have International
Coltaboration with Weed Science Societies particularly American
Society of Weed Science, Asian-Pacific Weed Science Society, European
Weed Research Council, British Weed Control Councif, Japan Science
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Society, Philippine Weed Science Society and also with the Weed
Science Societies of neighbouring countries Like Thailand, Tndonesia
and Pakistan.

The strongest of the pillarns on which the society 4s standing
48 its fournal, 4L.e. the Indian Journal of Weed Science. From
the verny begxlnwéng-’, the journal has been appreciated by alf and
0§ Late it has been upgraded with higher quality and of pubfication
standand. Due to financial constraints which the society is severely
facing at present, it has become difficult to brning out {ssues
of the journal negularly. Considerning the importance of the Indian
Society of Weed Science, all kinds of suppont §rom different sounces
ane soficited 4in addition to the funds naised by subscription
fon membership.

At the end, the President expressed appreciation to weed scientists
gon thein dedication and hand wonk in the field of weed science.
He also nequested the Herbicide Industnries to extend mone suppont
te the soclety, considering the society as also; one 0§ their own
gornums.
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