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Message from President

Dear colleagues,

Please accept my heartiest congratulations for entering in the New Year 2021 after
facing a lot of problems and worries during the year 2020, which has been registered in the
history a ‘“Worst Year’ due to a threat to almighty human by a tiny, but powerful
microorganism. I am sure, this New Year for all of us and India as well will be the year to

overcome the past agonies posed by COVID-19. Now, many types of vaccines have been

developed and vaccination process has already started world over to fight against this dominant
enemy. India was not behind in the race and has done remarkable scientific work to develop

the vaccines for which scientists and workers deserve big kudos.

Among various biotic factors, which limit crop productivity, the crop losses due to weeds are most significant.
Based on large sample data, Directorate of Weed Research (ICAR-DWR), Jabalpur estimated yield loss by weeds
ranging from 14 to 30 per cent depending on the crop and type of management, which amounts more than US$ 11
billion. Efficient weed management is, therefore, vital for any crop production. Use of herbicides has become
unavoidable due to increasing cost on labor and other constraints. However, indiscriminate use of herbicides has
triggered herbicides resistance, residues, environmental problems and even health issues. Under this scenario,
Government of India has proposed the ban on many pesticides including some of the herbicides and floated the
notification for public opinion. EC of Indian Society of Weed Science also discussed the issue in detail and made
representation to Govt. of India to consider to lift the proposed ban on some of the herbicides, which are cheap and
effective and still require sufficient scientific data on their deleterious effect in context to Indian situations. In my
opinion, we weed scientists should also be judicious to give recommendations of integrated weed management rather

of the sole herbicides to overcome the problem of weed resistance, residues and other issues.

Almost two years have passed since present EC took the charge of the Society. The whole EC worked in
cohesive way, which has led to overall progress of the society. Publication of Indian Journal of Weed Science and
ISWS News Letter are almost in time. Even during this “Worst Year’ about 50 scientists have joined the society as
life member, which name can be seen in the current News Letter. The term of present EC will be over by March
2021; therefore, we are committed to finish the election process before March so that rein of the ISWS could be

handed over to new EC in April 2021 positively.

I again wish you all a happy and prosperous New Year.

Happy reading.

Sushil Kumar
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A virtual meeting on “Stakeholders Dialogue on Strategies for Safe and Sustainable Weed

Management: A Way Forward®

The virtual meeting on “Stakeholders Dialogue on
Strategies for Safe and Sustainable Weed Management: A Way
Forward” was jointly organized by the Trust for
Advancement in Agricultural Science (TAAS), Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), ICAR-
Directorate of Weed Research (DWR) and Indian Society
of Weed Science (ISWS) on 9% December, 2020 with the
objectives to discuss possible ways to avoid losses due to
weeds and their efficient management, to suggest strategy
for safe and sustainable uses of herbicides and weed
management, and to discuss policies on herbicide use and

regulatory systems including proposed ban of certain

herbicides.

A total of 124 participants from Government of
India, ICAR Headquarters, other ICAR Institutes,
International Organization, Pesticide Industries, State
Agricultural Universities ezc. attended the meeting. Dr JS
Mishra, Director, ICAR-DWR in his brief welcome address
highlighted the basic and strategic research activities being
undertaken by the Directorate. Dr SK Choudhury, Deputy
Director General (DDG), Natural Resource Management
(NRM), ICAR, New Delhi, while setting the context of the
meeting stressed on the need of conducting research on
climate change and weed flora shift, herbicide resistance,
breeding for competitive variety for gaining advantage over
weed-crop competition, developing good agricultural
practices for combating weed problems, creating awareness
on safe use of herbicides, monitoring and mapping of alien
invasive weeds efc. Dr Trilochan Mohapatra, Director
General of ICAR and Secretary of DARE, New Delhi, in
his inaugural address emphasized on creating awareness on
safe use of chemicals and also on adoption of integrated
weed management for controlling weeds. He reiterated the
exploration of chemical induced mutation and Non-GM
technologies to develop herbicide tolerant crop. He also
emphasized to utilize the beneficial aspects of weeds in
terms of soil conservation, breaking soil hard pan etc. Dr R
S Paroda, Chairman of TAAS, Former Secretary DARE &

DG ICAR, gave an overview on consumption of

insecticide, fungicide and herbicide in the world as well as
in India. He emphasized the weed management issues in
rain-fed crops and suggested to give special focus on weed
management in rain-fed agriculture. He also pointed out
the issue of recent proposed ban on few herbicides and
suggested that banning may be proposed based on colour
triangle and magnitude of toxicity on the environment. Dr
AK Singh, Director, ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research
Institute (IARI) briefly described about the development of
herbicide tolerant (Imazethapyr) basmati rice varieties
(PB1121HT-NIL and PB1509-NILs). Dr Sushil Kumar,
President of ISWS, made presentation on “Research and
Development on Weed Management-Status and Challenges”
and highlighted the crop losses due to weed, data on weed
research publication, evolution of weed management,
chemical management, development of herbicide
resistance, herbicide residue research, climate change on
weed-crop interaction, progress made in research on weed
etc. Dr Anil Kakkar, Bayer Crop Science delivered his
presentation on  “Herbicides for ~ Sustaining Farm

Productivity-An Industry Perspective”. He briefly discussed



